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Re: DO&C-T. Nc~. 99D-5347 

Mu!tinat.iona1 drug cor+anies (as you know) ary: invc::;i 1; :;;; rnilljons 
of dollars PC:: T:~~eci pigs with human genes, so their cells, tissues, and t;t:.~;;,::: ::::; can be 
transp1antc:i.i 1 N.c:, humansThe Food and Drug Administrat:ion, the V+Jcyk! I-1cAt.h. 
Organizatir:!j:\ XC! scientists have acknowledged that xenotxanspXaneal.ic:li:; :.-:r~:!d 
::raknit dt:;r;r,!iy ;;animal viruses to patients and the gene=1 pubk. WC k:r:: ,.w xlatively 
little about. ,;::ki~; ~,kuscs, or animal viruses in gene,ral,There ‘may be dozc~i.~; 
be discovec:$ 

~aiiking to 

As: the FDA, is overseeing x.enotransplantarion, rer:~~r~ i;i :;:s:,j.ed 
guidelines p ~:::~:~usi~ng that, xenotransplant parients, their “close contac:r I;: ’ XX~ health 
care person ~rrl, k barred from donating blood. 

% ‘::.:;~E; a.ps rh.ose guidelines are still inadequ.at.e and short-sigh.r.:;:; 

‘il; wilJ. NOT protect the public heal.th in the long run. 

As a priva:,.!.: :::j:.izen, I ask you to endorse a xenotranspXantati.on bag. 
There are IY;L’;:‘?:I other options available ie: Increasing human organ dc~x~:. :. :z: ~.hmugh 
legislation, ;‘ii; ?;t:T/eral European countries have done. 

“The propow? ~r:ideIine ignores the fact that, like “,mad cow dkase,” .s;f:‘::; ‘;,:.>ms of 
disease fro;rr :‘.: r:~ovel animai virws may not. show up for decades after inl!~~;.:i.i~;}ri.Tt. 
seems this .i;.; ?x,I., 11 wise. choice. As with AIDS crx”mad cow disease,” ir;~~;.,!,i.,:jl::-;als could 
develop a f~G+~20wn infection ten years down the road, with more he!1!+?: 
consequence::; ~‘CIP the blclod supply. Like swine flu, some infect.iuns w:.:. i:.? y.sc 
t.ransmitted t: ) ~;~ual contacts who could donate blood while infected. 
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How vvi1.t. al! ~.lwse who are infected be traced? 
The FDA Leas already admited that if such a virus entered our blood ~;i:,:lply by 
mistake, ti.~ r-c:sults wouId be “disast,rous”. It is unclear how the FDA p!at,:s ‘:.o screen 
‘blood dan.z. j:::::zs from xcnngraft patients/ and thiex contacts. W&ho:: r,. &~z~:ly defined 
and standar$ked hospital procedures to prevent blood donations froE’!;i ,!.:.::“sI: 
ifldkiduals, i:lospitals will be unable to safeguard the blood. supply. 

Perhaps a i::‘:$~a.ring-House fox screening would be a good idea even I.~::,x~;:?I it ~$1 
never be a ~:.c~.r&~t solut,ion. 

In Canacis “,~~v I’ve had many problems with. the blood supply. Man): ,!: WC died. 
Recautiorz ~1~c~ruk1 be the operative word, The Institute of Medicine :;<r::.li :~..k General 
Accounting i.‘X’ke have already sited the FDA. for poor oversight of t!~ ,:4. rrterican 
blood suppi;;, R.cme,mbe.r HIV? And rhe approved use of a bioe~gine.e;-l:.:,r; $asma 
1:hat transur:i.;.:.r-r! hepatitis A to hemophiliacs. We cannot afford any R’:l..; -,;I’ public 
health disar;~:~:s. 

When do ws: kurn our lessons from the past? 

&‘ont&mm~~., is not prevention. If the FDA were truly interested irr ;: ::.::J:,r:cting the 
blood supp!~, i ! would ban xe,notransplantat.ion today! 
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